The Nature of Broadsides
Broadsides are single sheets of paper printed on one side for distribution on the streets or in public meeting-places. They cover "many different forms of popular street literature-handbills, proclamations, advertisements, religious documents, as well as ballads and songs" (Shepard, 1962, p. 23) . This description applies to Jewish broadsides equally well, as is attested by the extensive broadside collection of the Jewish Theological Seminary Library, part of which has recently been made available on microfilm.
Perhaps the most remarkable thing about broadsides is that they have been preserved at all, since they had "no pretensions to permanence" (ibid.). They address events or issues of immediate concern and are meant to be discarded after having been read or circulated. Yet many broadsides have survived, and they provide important information about the social, religious, and cultural lives of the communities which produced them. Thus they serve as important sources for social and literary historians.
Several examples of books of Judaic interest which are based on broadsides are: 'Am mekadeshe shevi 'i (1986) , on the struggle for Sabbath observance in PetabTikvah, Israel; Herzog, Conflict of Symbols (1987) , a sociological analysis of Israeli election campaigns based on campaign posters; and Kluger, Min ha~makor (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) , which includes broadsides produced by the Jerusalem ultra-Orthodox community between 1840 and 1940.
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The Seminary's broadside collection is very rich. The three microfilm reels under review contain only a portion of the collection. They include over 1,100 items, originating in various parts of Europe, North America, and Palestine/Israel, and dating from the seventeenth to the mid-twentieth century. Most are anonymous, but some are signed and even dated. The range of material covered is quite extensive, including religious and secular poems in Hebrew, Yiddish, and European languages; alphabet charts for the study of Hebrew; proclamations and open letters by religious authorities on the burning issues of the day; funeral orations; wedding invitations; and requests for charitable donations. Items of special interest are listed in the Appendix to this review, which provides further details on the nature of this material.
Cataloging of the Material
Cataloging is an expensive, labor-intensive activity. Yet it must be done if a library is to provide adequate access to its holdings. Cataloging of ephemera such as broadsides is a particularly expensive proposition when one considers the extent of each item-a single page. Most libraries would find the cost prohibitive and would at best provide a checklist of their holdings of such material. The Seminary Library is therefore to be highly commended for its efforts to provide full cataloging for this material. By doing this, it has integrated broadsides into its holdings and helped to increase their utilization by its patrons. 
0.:
:: i organize the broadsides in any recognizable fashion before microfilming them. One does encounter groups of related items in various locations on the reels. This is especially true of the first reel, over half of which consists of various Hebrew poems from Italy, including wedding poems, synagogue dedication poems, and eulogies. There are, however, many other poems of a simi-1 ar nature and provenance scattered among the other reels. Anyone looking for all the Italian Hebrew poetry in the collection would have to scan it in its entirety. The same applies for virtually any other topic; the material is not organized in an easily perceptible manner. Alphabet charts, for example, are scattered throughout the reels, even though the various items are obviously related (see Appendix, items 1 :11, 13; 2:21; 3:322).
This shortcoming could have been ove-rcome by adequate indexes, but here, too, the user is not well served. The only index provided is to the call numbers of the items, which have no immediate significance to the reader (see Figure 3) . The items are not even numbered in sequence on the reels, and so if one is searching for a particular item on a reel, one must use the call number index and count the items oneself, an extremely cumbersome operation. The only way to access the information provided in the catalog records is through the Seminary's online catalog, which is available in situ [on site] or on the Internet. But these tools provide access to the Seminary's entire collection, and users wishing to limit their search to broadsides as a cultural phenomenon or a literary genre would not be helped very much by this type of access. A search cannot be limited by genre because the term 'Broadsides' does not appear in most records as an access point. It does appear in the collation, but this field is not searchable. (A recent telnet search for the subject 'Broadsides' in the Seminary's online catalog turned up close to 400 items. This was more than expected and indicates that the Seminary's catalogers have added the subject heading 'Broadsides' to many records since the time that the microfilms were produced. Still, this represents just over a third of the collection; much more needs to be done to enhance access to this genre.) , One gets the impression that the microfilming of this collection was done in-house as part of a preservation project and that no thought was given initially to making the films available to other libraries. Only as an afterthought was this done, and then no effort was made, presumably owing to lack of time and/or money, to provide proper indexes to the collection.
Index of Broadside call numbers
Conclusion
The JTS Library deserves to be commended tor its efforts in preserving, cataloging, and disseminating this important collection. As was already mentioned, the present publication includes only a part of the Seminary's broadside holdings, and the Library intends to continue microfilming. I would urge the Seminary Library to make every effort to improve the organization and cataloging quality of this material, and to provide proper indexes which would greatly enhance the accessibility of the collection to potential users. 
